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standing on a b!llcony onhe Lorraine Hot^f ?" April 4 > 1968 > while 
unknown killer made good his g eta wav hut • . n Me f ip lis * Tenn essee. The 
Oiat would eventually help lead’to^his^denUnr^r d ° lng * leXt behind evidence 
Items left behind were a . 30-06 Remington rifle^'t^T^ 6 " 51011 and im P ri sonment 
sight, binoculars, and a blue zipper b£ rnn» v tt , aHaChed Redf ield telescopic 
articles. These items were found Cl ° thin S and Personal 

from the Lorraine Hotel. Investigation deter" 1 ^ °i f. r °°‘ " 1ng house across 
room at the rooming house using the n^e John w tt i SUbject had rented a 
baUiroom in this establishment that the^!^ , Dillard, and it was from the 
evidence was delivered to the FBI fired - The rifle and other 

Special Agent of the Memphis Divisiom >rat ° ry ^ Identificati °" Division bya 

submitted. Two^f tllisf lTtentTrL^ ValUC Were develo P ed on the items 
binoculars were found to have been mad^y 0 #! ^ and ° nc ° n 0ie 
of Uiese prints, as well as the shape and sloDeof 0 ™° f -!? ger and the P° sltion 
prints were probably from the left thumb C gCS ' indicated the 

relative to themmr^ considerable information 

an individual using the name Harvov Purchased in Birmingham by 

to be the getaway car was Teg TsteZ^T"’ ^ 
the night preceeding the muXriMLiL^„ Galt Wh ° had spent 
furtlier traced to a rooming house * 1 h n 1 “ Memphis * Galt was 
recovered, including a map of Mexicif *a r* additionaI evidence was 
was identified with the latent prints on the rin^H^^™ 1 develo P ed thereon 
ficalion enabled the FBI fingerprint experts #n and binoculars. This identi- 
to probably being from the left Ulumb _ was ^ ^ 

and other evidelcl T \ ,le ’ W-oculars, the map, 

murder with approximately 400 susiictt Ven '?“ yS fo!l0win S the 

sections of the FBI’s single fineernrint ni.t ^ SCarched through aU 
FBI identification orders! 6 1 and compart ' d with all outstanding 
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, n I ^‘ SOd ?" thC pro,nise lhat th e latent fingerprint recovered 

rom the rifle, binoculars and map of Mexico was probably from the left 

iT b w and f M 3S K a o n l0 ° P ° f 12 ridge counts > a review of the fingerprint 
records of the 53, 000 fugitives on file was undertaken and it was found that 

1 1 9 °° r ? f these tegitives had ulnar loops of 10 - 14 ridge counts 
the left thumb. Comparisons were started and on April 19, 1968 15 davs 
after the crime, the latent fingerprints were identified with the fingerprints 

of James Earl Ray, an escapee from the Missouri State Penitentiary where he 
had been serving time for robbery. * ^ 



The fingerprint identifications with James Earl Ray triggered 
intensive man hunt involving law enforcement officers and investigative 

P TT e1, n °‘ ° nly “ the United States > but also Mexico, Canada, England 
and other countries. ^ p » 



an 



The possibility that Ray himself might have been killed was* 
not overlooked and all unknown deceased fingerprint cards received by the 
FBI were referred to the Latent Finge^rint Section for comparison. One 
case of this type concerned a body found buried on the beach at Acapulco 
Mexico. Fingerprints taken by local authorities from this body were examined 
in the Latent Fingerprint Section but, because of the condition ofTe l^y 
were of no value. An examiner from the FBI's Latent Fingerprint Section 

to ^ 1C ° ° n examining toe flesh of the fingers was able to determine 
that the body was not that of James Earl Ray. 

... Another phase of the investigation led to Canada and there 

follomng an exhaustive search of passport applications, it was determined 
that Ray had obtained a passport under the name of Ramon George Sneyd and 
had taken an airplane flight to London. . 

* - r- , C ? pies of the FBI Identification Order prepared following Ray’s 

identification by latent prints were immediately furnished to Scotland Yard and 
on June 8, 1969, while attempting to board a flight for Brussels, Belgium 
Ray was arrested at London Airport. 1 



Ray was subsequently ordered extradited to Memphis, Tennessee 

V?>cn and triaJ f ° r nlurder and to Missouri as an escaped felon. On March 10 
1969, Ray plead guilty to King’s murder and was sentenced to 99 years in the 
Tennessee State Penitentiary. 



